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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 
On 12 November, the UN Security Council unanimously adopted Resolution 2248, expressing its deep concern 
about the ongoing escalation of insecurity and the continued rise in violence in Burundi. The security situation 
within Burundi remains tense and fluid and children continue to be exposed to violence, nighttime raids and 
the considerable stress of their families. The capital city, Bujumbura, has experienced an evolution in the 
weapons used in the political crisis, with mortars being used on 2 occasions to seemingly target the Presidential 
Residence and RTNB, the national broadcaster.  
 
Burundians continue to flee the country, with roughly 12,000 departures in the past month, bringing the total 
number of refugees to over 219,000 (UNHCR, 25 November). In addition, new data from a displacement 
tracking matrix study conducted by IOM with support from UNICEF and other UN agencies indicates that the 
border province of Makamba is witnessing a swell in numbers of internally displaced people (IDPs), with close 
to 15,000 people internally displaced in this province alone. 61.7% of the IDPs surveyed are children and almost 
the totality of IDPs (98%) declare that their displacement is due to ongoing violence and unpredictable political 
context. 
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Highlights  
 
 Faced with a real risk of a nationwide shortage of essential 

drugs, UNICEF was able to order essential drugs to cover 
priority needs in over 900 health centers and district hospitals 
for the next 2.5 months. A first cargo relief flight carrying 70 
tons of essential drugs for children and women landed in 
Bujumbura on 27 November. Nevertheless, the shortage is 
expected to continue for at least 6 months. 
 

 On 27 November, the Child Helpline was inaugurated, 
providing children and community members an important new 
mechanism to report child rights violations and seek help. 
 

 53 children charged with involvement in armed groups began 
the family reintegration process on 30 November, following a 
careful family assessment for each child which ensured 
conditions for safe reintegration were met. 
 

Key figures 
17 

Children killed by gunfire or grenade fire 
since the onset of the crisis in April 

(UNICEF, 25 November) 
 

-7.2% 
Estimated economic growth in Burundi, 

2015  (IMF, 8 October 2015) 

 
Nearly 15,000 

Internally displaced people in Makamba 
province (IOM, 17 November 2015) 

 

Over 219,000 
Number of refugees seeking asylum in 

neighbouring countries 
(UNHCR, 25 November) 
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As the already fragile healthcare sector is hit by the current crisis, Burundi is facing a stock out of most essential 
drugs. Despite free healthcare for pregnant women and children under five (including provision of drugs), many 
families are now finding themselves having to buy drugs in private pharmacies in a context of increased poverty. 
 
The landscape of donors and major partners support to the current situation continues to be impacted. In the 
education sector, support from Norway – an important contributor to the multi-donor education fund – has 
ceased its support to the fund, while the Belgium Embassy informed the Global Partnership for Education 
(GPE) that it would not be able to continue its Supervising Entity mandate. In the area of water and sanitation, 
some key sectoral partners have downscaled their in-country presence, which could have a significant impact 
on WASH services, including policy and strategy development at national level. 
 
In addition to the deterioritaing relationships between donors and the host government, the operating 
environment for some other partners, including certain non-governmental organizations, has become 
increasingly challenging. On 23 November, the Government of Burundi suspended the licenses of 10 non-
governmental organizations, including one active UNICEF implementing partner. 
 

Humanitarian leadership and coordination  
Joint efforts of agencies and partners resulted in the revision of the Inter-agency Contigency Plan, which was 
finalized and disseminated beginning of October. Due to an anticipated elevated risk of flooding by end of this 
year, the National Platform for Disaster and Risk Reduction requested support of all development 
organisations in developing a national contingency plan outlining preparedness and response activities for the 
El Nino phenomenon. While the WASH emergency sectoral group identified specific interventions for water 
supply, sanitation, and hygiene promotion as their priority risk reduction and preparedness activities, the 
education emergency sectoral group is currently supporting the Government in the organization of the annual 
data collection of the education system for the 2015-16 school year.  
 
In addition, UNICEF, already co-leading the WASH, Education, Child Protection and Nutrition emergency 
sectoral groups, and was requested to support and co-lead alongside the Ministry of Health and the WHO, the 
activities in the health emergency sectoral group. 
 

Humanitarian Strategy 
UNICEF’s preparedness and response considers both the deteriorating services due to the political crises and 
the potential of natural disasters in the coming period, and has focused on support to existing structures, such 
as management of severe acute malnutrition at community and facility levels, including additional therapeutic 
feeding. UNICEF has been providing crucial support to ensure continuation of services of the Expanded 
Programme on Immunization (EPI), and ensuring access for children and women to water for drinking, cooking 
and personal hygiene.  
 

UNICEF’s Response with Partners 
 
Health & Nutrition  
 

With financial and technical support from UNICEF, WHO, GAVI and other partners, despite the current context, 
it was possible to organize the Mother and Child Health Week and the introduction of the Inactivated Polio 
Virus (IPV) vaccine from 16 to 19 November. The nationwide campaign delivered a package of services to 
children and pregnant women including IPV, Vitamin A, deworming, micronutrient powder, and Praziquantel, 
combined with the promotion of hand washing with soap. The campaign covered over 1.6 million children 
under five for Vitamin A, over 4 million children aged 1 to 14 for deworming, and nearly 250,000 pregnant 
women. 
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Faced with a real risk of nationwide shortage of essential drugs, UNICEF was able to order essential drugs to 
cover priority needs in over 900 health centers and district hospitals for the next 2.5 months, with a population 
coverage of over 1.66 million children under five and more than 464,000 pregnant women. A first cargo relief 
charter flight landed in Bujumbura on 27 November. Nevertheless, the shortage is expected to continue for at 
least 6 months.  
 
In October, a cholera outbreak started in the northern province of Bubanza with a total of 57 cases and 1 death 
(as of 23 November). During the month of November, there were 22 cases in Bugarama, Rumonge province, 
and 11 in Cibitoke province, with no deaths. UNICEF is supporting the Ministry of Health in the management 
of cholera cases by providing cholera kits. However the reporting of cholera cases using RapidPro technology 
on mobile phones is still not effective and needs to be improved.  
 
The construction of the isolation center of Rukaramu, initially intended for Ebola management, has been 
completed. With the Ebola risk decreasing, this center will be able to serve other purposes in case of epidemic 
or emergency.     
 
The preliminary results of the WFP Food Security Assessment confirm a general degradation of the food 
security situation. In October, UNICEF was able to ensure nationwide distribution of therapeutic feeding 
products (Plumpy Nut), but the reporting of acute malnutrition cases by the MoH is slow and does not allow 
timely monitoring of the situation. UNICEF is also concerned that the current Plumpy Nut stock is only 
sufficient to cover the routine needs (no contingency stock).  
 
Education 
 

In order to avoid a negative impact on educational services for children, following the Belgian Cooperation’s 
decision to renounce its Supervising Entity mandate, UNICEF as Coordinating Agency is facilitating the 
redefinition of the set up approved in 2012 for the Global Partnership for Education fund management. 
 
UNICEF has raised concerns regarding the respect of schools as safe havens and zones of peace directly with 
highest levels of government officials and partners, in particular due the presence of police and army elements 
in or near schools. UNICEF continues to actively advocate to ensure children’s right to education is fulfilled 
despite the difficult context. 
 
WASH 
 

Floods caused by heavy rain resulted in landslides and the destruction about 300 h ouses in Rumonge province 
early November. 141 affected households (approx.700 people) were transferred to a temporary displacement 
site in Gitaza. With UNICEF support, the Burundian Red Cross (BRC) provided water with bladders, latrines, 
shower and handwashing stands for the households at the site and disinfected the flooded areas, including 373 
households, to avoid the risk of infection and fecal contamination. The BRC also continue hygiene promotion. 
However, the site’s space is insufficient to accommodate all the households. The shelter sectoral group lead, 
IOM and the government are in the process of identifying other sites. 
 
In Kabezi commune of Bujumbura Rural province, following suspected cases of cholera in November, UNICEF 
with the BRC began undertaking disinfection activities and hygiene promotion in the 8 priority collines to avoid 
possible expansion of cholera to wider areas. Disinfection materials were provided to the BRC volunteers. At 
least 2000 people are targeted for the distribution of water treatment products and handwashing materials.  
 
In support of the Mother and Child Health Week, UNICEF provided soap for 250,000 pregnant women. In light 
of the current crisis, this approach positively contributed to encourage these women to come to health centres 
for vaccinations.  
 
 
Child Protection 



UNICEF Burundi Humanitarian Situation Report 30 November 2015 
 

4 

 

The 53 children who were charged with involvement in armed groups and pardoned are following the 
reintegration process. Individual assessments of the children were conducted with the support of Government 
social workers, Terre des Hommes and Fondation Stamm and the family reintegration process began on 30 
November.  
 
UNICEF also continues to follow up on 20 children who were arrested and charged with involvement in armed 
groups and sent to the Ruyigi re-education center in August 2015. A total of 16 children have been released 
and reintegrated after public trials and four children are still awaiting hearing by judges.  
 
UNICEF continues to support the Ministry of Human Rights and Social Affairs to hold the weekly meetings of 
the Committee on Child Protection in Emergencies. Support to the network of 28 Child-Friendly Spaces (CFS) 
throughout the capital continues in order to provide access to basic services and psychosocial support for 
children affected by the current volatile situation.  
 
The Child Helpline was inaugurated in Bujumbura on 27 November in presence of the Minister of Education. 
The helpline, which will cover Bujumbura Mairie and neighboring Bujumbura Rural, will provide children and 
community members an important new tool to report children rights violations and seek help. 
 
Communication for Development (C4D) 

The finalization of the UNICEF Burundi communication for development (C4D) strategy for cholera prevention 
is still in progress, with a particular focus on the root causes of cholera that can be addressed through C4D 
interventions. Coordination at sub regional level will continue, in particular to share communication material 
in Kirundi with neighboring countries.  
 
In Makamba province, cholera prevention and awareness activities prompted 65 families to set up new “Tippy 
Tap” handwashing devices in their households.    
 
Media and External Communication 
  

With an aim of garnering attention on the situation of children, the External Communications team released a 
multimedia package to UNICEF National Committees, media and other partners, through its Regional office in 
Nairobi, its PFP offices in Geneva and headquarters in New York. The package featured a press release entitled 
Children’s futures being compromised as violence escalates in Burundi, an editioral issued by the Regional 
Director of ESARO, three human interest stories on the impact of violence on children and the plight of 
displaced children and separated families, 26 high-resolution photos, a series of dozens of social media posts, 
a blog post and one video on Child-Friendly Spaces entitled Finding a safe haven in Burundi.  
 
The editorial was successfully placed in two key regional news outlets, including the East African, and UNICEF 
achieved coverage on children’s issues in Burundi in top-tier media such as Reuters, Voice of America, RFI, the 
Guardian, BBC (French), Reliefweb and UN Radio.  
 
The blog garnered hundreds of views and headlined on the UNICEF global blog for one week, while key UNICEF 
National Committees ran Burundi-related content on their homepages. On social media, one portrait of a 12-
year-old boy affected by violence garnered 8,000 Facebook likes and over 800 shares. Meanwhile, traffic spiked 
to the UNICEF Burundi Facebook page, with the page now nearing 20,000 Likes. 
 
Supply 

 
On 27 November, in close coordination with UNICEF’s Supply Division Emergency Coordination Unit, a 70-ton 
cargo relief flight carrying essential drugs for children and women landed in Bujumbura from Liege, Belgium. 
The cargo flight was an in-kind contribution at no cost from Panalpina Management Ltd. 
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In order to continue delivering much-needed essential drugs to vulnerable children and women, another 
outstanding order is expected to arrive in the country before the end of year. 
 
 

Funding  
 

UNICEF Burundi is appealing for USD 8,700,000, of which USD 3,640,690 has been received to date. Without 
additional funding of USD 5,059,310 UNICEF will not be able to scale up response to the humanitarian needs 
or continue supporting the continuation of critical basic social services, most notably health sector needs 
related to the stockout of essential drugs as well as the evolving child protection crises in the country. 

      

Appeal Sector 
Original 2015 

HAC 
Requirements 

Revised 2015 HAC 
Requirement 

Funds Received 
Against 2015 HAC 

(US$) 
Funding gap 

(US$) 

WASH 1,000,000 1,700,000 819,196 880,804 52% 

Education 200,000 444,800 174,931 269,869 61% 

Nutrition 700,000 1,425,000 0 1,425,000 100% 

Health 100,000 4,300,000 1,632,287 2,667,713 62% 

Child Protection 500,000 830,200 233,304 596,896 72% 

Cross-cutting Support     361,000     

Sub-Total 2,500,000 8,700,000 3,220,718 5,479,282 63% 

Carry-forward*   419,972 
  

Total funding available**   3,640,690 

Grand Total 2,500,000 8,700,000 3,640,690 5,059,310 58% 

 

Next SitRep: 30/12/2015 
  
 
 

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Bo Viktor Nylund 
Representative 
Burundi 
Tel: +257 22202010 
Email: bvnylund@unicef.org 
 
 

Ghada Kachachi 
Deputy Representative 
Burundi 
Tel: +257 2220 2029 
Email: gkachachi@unicef.org 
 

Eliane Luthi 
Communication Specialist 
Burundi 
Tel: +257 22202080 
Email: eluthi@unicef.org 
 
 


